Message

From: Galbraith, Michael [Galbraith.Michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/21/2018 4:01:33 PM

To: McArthur, Lisa [McArthur.Lisa@epa.gov]; Fruitwala, Kishor [Fruitwala.Kishor@epa.gov]; Young, Jessica
[Young.lessica@epa.gov]; Kohler, Amanda [Kohler.Amanda@epa.gov]; Atagi, Tracy [Atagi.Tracy@epa.gov]

CC: Shah, Harry [Shah.Harry@epa.gov]; Gerhard, Sasha [Gerhard.Sasha@epa.gov]; Valdez, Heather
[Valdez.Heather@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant | Westside |

theadvocate.com

Mike Galbraith

Permits Branch (5303P)

Program Implementation/Information Division
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

From: McArthur, Lisa

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 11:40 AM

To: Fruitwala, Kishor; Galbraith, Michael; Young, Jessica; Kohler, Amanda; Atagi, Tracy

Cc: Shah, Harry; Gerhard, Sasha; Valdez, Heather

Subject: RE: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant | Westside |
theadvocate.com
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Lisa McArthur

Manager, RCRA Corrective Action, Permits and PCB Unit
Region 10, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, OAW-150

Seattle, WA 98101-3123

(206) 553-1814

From: Fruitwala, Kishor

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 6:51 AM

To: Galbraith, Michael <Galbraith.Michael@epa.gov>; Young, Jessica <Young.Jessica@epa.gov>; Kohler,
Amanda <Kohler. Amanda@epa.gov>; Atagi, Tracy <Atagi.Tracy@epa.gov>

Cc: Shah, Harry <Shah.Harry@epa.gov>; Gerhard, Sasha <Gerhard.Sasha@epa.gov>; McArthur, Lisa
<McArthur.Lisa@epa.gov>; Valdez, Heather <Valdez.Heather@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant |
Westside | theadvocate.com

Kishor

From: Galbraith, Michael

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 8:48 AM

To: Fruitwala, Kishor <Fruitwala.Kishor@epa.gov>; Young, Jessica <Young.Jessica@epa.gov>; Kohler, Amanda
<Kohler.Amanda@epa.gov>; Atagi, Tracy <Atagi.Tracy@epa.gov>

Cc: Shah, Harry <Shah.Harry@epa.gov>; Gerhard, Sasha <Gerhard.Sasha@epa.gov>; McArthur, Lisa
<McArthur.lisa@epa.gov>; Valdez, Heather <Valdez.Heather@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant |
Westside | theadvocate.com

Thanks!

Mike Galbraith

Permits Branch (5303P)

Program Implementation/Information Division
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

ED_002427D_00000061-00002



From: Fruitwala, Kishor

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 9:21 AM

To: Young, Jessica; Kohler, Amanda; Atagi, Tracy; Galbraith, Michael; Jones, Bruced; Przyborski, Jay

Cc: Stenger, Wren; Price, Lisa; Shah, Harry

Subject: FW: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant |
Westside | theadvocate.com

http://www.wbrz com/videos/environmentalists-and-west-baton-rouge-parish-residents-fill-parish-council-chamber-against-ng w-
chemical-facility

Environmentalists
and West Baton
Rouge Parish
residents ...

www.wbrz.com

U Tuesday, Baton
Rouge Metro Alrport
reached 98 degrees
tying a record high
previously setin 1927,
Cool down showers
oocurrad for about 30
parcant of.,

Thank you.

Kishor
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Kishor Fruitwala, Ph.D., P.E.
Acting Associate Director for RCRA
Multimedia Division, EPA Region 6
214-665-6669

From: Carl Palmer [mailto:cpalmer@tdxassociates.com]

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 5:20 AM

To: Tidmore, Guy <tidmore.guy@epa.gov>; Pearson, Evan <Pearson.Evan@epa.gov>; Fruitwala, Kishor
<Fruitwala.Kishor@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Strong public opposition at public hearing for new West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant |
Westside | theadvocate.com

FYI, most people | have ever seen at a public hearing. Packed house, hundreds standing outside too...
Carl

Sent from BlueMail

hitps://www.theadvocate.com/content/tncms/live/

Strong public opposition at public hearing for new
West Baton Rouge waste reclamation plant

BY TERRY L JONES | tiones@theadvocate.comSep 20, 2018 - 8:47 pm

PORT ALLEN — A variance request from an environmental services firm hoping to open a $50 million
industrial waste reclamation plant in Port Allen was met with overwhelming disapproval from
residents who attended a public hearing Thursday night, most of whom said they are tired of seeing
the industrial footprint in West Baton Rouge Parish continue to encroach on residential
development.

Those residents, and some from a few surrounding parishes, also took the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality to task for not providing a venue big enough to hold the hundreds of people
who showed up for the public hearing on Thermaldyne's request for a feedstock variance for
operations at its Port Allen facility, which is scheduled to open later this year.

“I'm disappointed we have people standing outside in the hallway," state Rep. Edmond Jordan, D-
Baton Rouge, told LDEQ officials during the meeting. "The purpose of the hearing is to hear from the
people, and we didn't give them the adequate opportunity to be heard. Some folks left because they
couldn't get inside."

Story Continued Below

ED_002427D_00000061-00004



But those who stayed urged LDEQ to reject the variance request; among their opposition were
concerns of cancer-causing emissions from the facility, increased traffic woes and frustrations about
a lack of accountability from the state's environmental agency.

“We already live in the shadows of large chemical plants and their permits to pollute continue," said
Port Allen resident David Leblanc. “Stop this industrial takeover of our homeland.”

Thermaldyne's Port Allen facility, which is being built on a 27-acre plot along North Line Road, would
accept things like the tank bottoms from refineries and treat it through a process called "vacuum-
assisted thermal disposition" to extract reusable oil products such as petroleum hydrocarbon based-
fuels.

The new facility is supposed to bring 75 new jobs to Port Allen with an average salary of $80,000 a
year.

According to its permit application, the reclamation plant is in an area zoned industrial-moderate,
consistent with its operation, and there is no residential housing adjacent to the site.

The feedstock variance would allow certain recycled materials to be excluded from the definition of
solid waste when certain criteria are met.

Officials with the Louisiana Environmental Action Network have said previously the variance would
allow the company to skirt stringent hazard waste protocols, claiming Thermaldyne could release
toxic and carcinogenic materials like benzene, chromium, lead and mercury into the air through its
extraction process without having to install expensive and more effective pollution controls that are
normally required of facilities treating such materials.

Richard Cates, the company's president, said the facility would have emissions control procedures in
place, like vacuum-sealed equipment, to prevent any serious health risk to the public.

“Our feedstock is not a hazardous waste, but it does contain hazardous characteristics," Cates told
the crowd. "“The purpose for the variances like this is to promote recycling. We have the right recipe
of equipment specific to recycling this type of product.”

Several parish officials and business leaders threw their support behind Thermaldyne's migration
into the parish. Many of them said they had toured parts of the facility already built and feel
confident in the company's promises of environmental safety.

But other public officials joined in the chorus of opposition to the request, which if not granted could
hinder Thermaldyne from opening the facility.

Ted Denstel, a resident who lives within 1.5 miles of the proposed facility, asked LDEQ to reject the
variance request and instead force Thermaldyne to abide by the federal and state regulations
already in place regarding the processing and handling of hazardous waste materials.

"Let's trust them for now, but require them to be under the full regulations of hazardous waste
disposal, then in a few years hold another public hearing and then consider giving them their
variance," Denstel said.

If granted, the feedstock variance would be effective for at least 10 years. Top officials at
Thermaldyne have said getting the variance is a key component in opening the facility.

ED_002427D_00000061-00005



Sent from my iPhone
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